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uttered, and I have seen my conjectures ripened into
knowledge.

I should be, therefore, without excuse, if either terrour
could affright, or the hope of advantage allure me from the
declaration of my opinions; opinions which I was not de-
terred from asserting, when the prospect of a longer life
than I can now expect might have added to the temptations
of ambition, or aggravated the lerrours of poverty and dis-
grace; opinions for which I would willingly have suffered
the severest censures, even when I had espoused them only
in compliance with reason, without the infallible certainty
of experience.

Of truth it has been always observed, sir, that every day
adds to its establishment, and that falsehoods, however
specious, however supported by power, or established by
confederacies, are unable to stand before the stroke of
time. Against the.inconveniencies and vexations of long
life, may be set the pleasure of discovering truth, perhaps
the only pleasure lhat age affords. Nor is it a slight satis-
faction to a man not utterly infatuated or depraved, to find
opportunities of rectifying his notions, and regulating his
conduct by new lights.

But much greater is the happiness of that man to whom
every day brings a new proof of the reasonableness of his
former determinations, and who finds, by the most unerring
test, that his life has been spent in promotion of doctrines
beneficial to mankind. This, sir, is the happiness which I
now enjoy, and for which those who never shall attain it,
must look for an equivalent in lucrative employments, ho-
norary titles, pompous equipages, and splendid palaces.

These, sir, are the advantages which are to be gained by
a seasonable variation of principles, and by a ready com-
pliance with the prevailing fashion of opinions; advantages
which I, indeed, cannot envy when they are purchased at so
high a price, but of which age and observation has too fre-
quently shown me the unbounded influence; and to which
I cannot deny that I have always ascribed the instability
of conduct, and inconsistency of assertions, which I have
discovered in many men, whose abilities I have no reason